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Report: Massacre of civilians committed by the Oromo
Prosperity Party regime forces in Jiga town and
surrounding areas of Amhara Region, Ethiopia

Updated November 13, 2024

Incident Summary

The Amhara Association of America (AAA) has conducted a human rights investigation
into reported violations targeting civilians in Jiga town and surrounding areas of
Jabi-Tehnan Woreda in West Gojjam Zone of Amhara Region, Ethiopia between
November 7th and 8th, 2024. Accordingly, AAA’s investigations revealed during the
reporting period, Oromo Prosperity Party (OPP) regime forces perpetrated multiple
violations targeting civilians which resulted in 15 casualties including 9 people killed and

6 injured.

Details of Incident

Between November 5th and 8th, 2024, confrontations between OPP regime forces and

Amhara Fano fighters escalated in Jiga town and surrounding areas of Jabi-Tehnan



Woreda, leading to heavy casualties among regime forces. Reports indicate that, following
the regime’s military losses, regime soldiers carried out retaliatory actions against the
local population, resulting in nine confirmed deaths and several injuries. Among the
victims were members of vulnerable groups such as women, a five-month-old child, and

persons with mental health issues.

On November 7th, regime soldiers executed at least four individuals and inflicted injuries
on six additional civilians. Among the victims were three persons with mental health
issues. Among the killed victims was the late Ato Tereche who was known for his mental
health condition and had resided in Jiga town for over 14 years. He was shot dead by
sniper fire after OPP regime forces lost their battle against Fano fighters. Another killed
victim was the late Fasil who also suffered from a mental health condition. Among the

injured victims was Ato Gashaye, an individual with a mental health condition.

The subsequent day, on November 8th, regime forces shelled civilian residences in
Awalsem Kebele, resulting in the deaths of five members of a single family, which

included women and children.

Names of 15 victims of the November 7th to 8th, 2024 attacks on civilians by OPP regime
forces in Jiga town and surrounding areas of Jabi-Tehnan Woreda of West Gojjam Zone

(Ambhara Region, Ethiopia).

No. Victim Name Sex Age Outcome of Attack Date Comments

1 Ato Tereche (last name unknown) M 50s Killed 7-Nov-24 Mental health condition
2 Fasil (last name unknown) M Killed 7-Nov-24 Mental health condition
3 Kassahun Asnake M Killed 7-Nov-24

4 Kumilachew Tigabu F Killed 7-Nov-24

5  Dagmawi Menelik M 6 Killed 8-Nov-24

6  Maryamawit Menelik F  5-months-old Killed 8-Nov-24

7  Hana Mihret F 26 Killed 8-Nov-24



8  Genet Mihret F 29 Killed 8-Nov-24 Mother of Dagmawi and Maryamawit

9  Yesere Melaku F 59 Killed 8-Nov-24 Mother of Hana and Genet
10  Ato Gashaye (last name unknown) M Injured 7-Nov-24 Mental health condition

11  Mesele (last name unknown) M Injured 7-Nov-24

12 Yibeltal (last name unknown) M Injured 7-Nov-24

13 Ato Kere (last name unknown) M  Elderly Injured 7-Nov-24

14 Zerihun (last name unknown) M Injured 7-Nov-24

15 Haile (last name unknown) M Injured 7-Nov-24

Summary of Violations of International Human Rights and

International Humanitarian Law
Extrajudicial Killings

The killing of four civilians on November 7th represents a violation of the right to life, as
enshrined in Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

(ICCPR), which obligates states to respect and ensure the right to life.

Indiscriminate Attacks on Civilians

The shelling on November 8th that resulted in the deaths of five family members
constitutes a clear violation of international humanitarian law, specifically the principles
of distinction and proportionality articulated in Additional Protocol I to the Geneva
Conventions. These principles require parties in a conflict to distinguish between
combatants and non-combatants and to refrain from attacks that cause excessive civilian

harm relative to the anticipated military advantage.

Targeting Vulnerable Populations

The killing of individuals with mental health issues and children is particularly alarming,
demonstrating a clear disregard for the dignity and rights of children and persons with
disabilities. This action by the regime contravened the protection of children under Article

6 of the CRC and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD),



particularly Articles 10 (Right to Life) and 16 (Freedom from Exploitation, Violence, and

Abuse).



About the Amhara Association of America (AAA)

The Amhara Association of America (AAA) is a non-profit civic organization based in
Charlotte, North Carolina that investigates and documents human rights violations in the
context of conflict, violence and political repression in Ethiopia. AAA seeks to inform
U.S. policymakers, international human rights organizations, journalists, researchers, and
all Ethiopian stakeholders to pressure Ethiopian leaders to change laws, policies, and
practices in Ethiopia so perpetrators are held accountable and victims receive justice.
AAA also collaborates with Amhara organizations in the U.S., supports independent
Ambhara organizations in Ethiopia, and provides humanitarian aid for Amharas impacted
due to targeted ethnic attacks. AAA’s funding comes directly from members and
supporters; the organization is not affiliated with any Ethiopian or American political or

governmental entities.

* Contact us via Email: info@amharaamerica.org

Visit our website at www.AmharaAmerica.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Subscribe to our Telegram Channel

To make donations: https://www.amharaamerica.org/get-involved
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